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Building social fabric in Latin America

This dossier is dedicated to social fabric, its components and related predictive/criteria variables. A 

definition of “social fabric” includes people, institutions, social beliefs, cultural values, a sense of community 

and relationships between these components (Hayden, 2011). Collective or massive violence can break social 

bonds and these dynamics may intensify may processes of economic impoverishment, social isolation, fear, and 

public health problems, among other effects. Around the world, many countries have suffered decades of civil 

wars, corruption, military governments and or persistent violation of main human rights. On the other hand, 

in Latin America, reports as Latinobarometro (2023) show a decline in support for democracy, which is 

associated with high levels of inequality, high discredit of political and judicial institutions and high scores of 

delinquency. Under these perceptions, Latin America region became vulnerable to populism and 

authoritarianism (Corporación Latinobarómetro, 2023).

¿How to revert these dynamics? ¿How to build solid civil societies? With social fabric as core theme and 

three articles we want to promote research in this field, providing tools and results about connections between 

social context and perceptions of social processes such as reconciliation, social representations of democracy, 

resilience and collective efficacy.

First article, “Social representations of democracy: a dimensional and territorial approach”, presents 

psychometric properties of a social representations of democracy scale. This scale could be used in similar 

studies in Latin American countries, from a longitudinal perspective or in cross-sectional studies. Territorial 

and longitudinal analysis are performed and results show a two components central core: a positive values of 

democracy dimension (freedom, equality…) and, in the other hand, a notion of corruption impacting 

Colombian democracy. Also, in a regional level analysis, democracy valence is moderately associated with levels 

of Colombian regions criminality.

Morales, Ruiz, Chan and Vaca write the article “Citizenship culture and collective efficacy: psychometric 

properties and relationships with crime and demographic indicators in Mexican students”. Authors share 

psychometric properties of two scales, one of collective efficacy and the other one on citizenship culture. 

Collective efficacy (CE) is a main construct regarding social fabric, since communities with higher levels of CE 

report lower levels of criminality, fear of crime, or public health problems (Sampson, 2003), although we know 

there are strong difficulties in proving cause effect relationships with psychosocial data in cross-sectional 

studies. In the other and, citizenship culture (CC) program of mayor Mockus in Bogotá had a important short 

term impact in reduction of criminality, in the early years of the 90s (Serrano Ariza, 2017). In addition to the 
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psychometric results, a lightly relationship between subjective perception in CE and CC with objective 

violence indicators from three Mexican cities is showed.

Finally, “Forgiveness, reconciliation and justice from the perspective of family members of victims in 

Mexico”, of Reyes-Sosa, Molina-Coloma, Hernández-Bustos and Anderson, addresses core themes regarding 

social and legal handling of collective violence consequences. Forgiveness and reconciliation can be 

components of reconstruction of social fabric (Amaya et al., 2023), but results of this paper show victims’ 

distrust in reconciliation process and a need for sentencing crime perpetrators. Other studies found a similar 

victim distrust to mediation processes (Ruiz et al., 2022). However, Reyes-Sosa et al. article shows participants 

believe forgiveness and reconciliation are necessary parts of social and civic reconstruction of Mexican society.



PSOCIAL, , 2023, vol. 9, núm. 2,  / ISSN-E: 2422-619X

3
PDF generado automáticamente a partir de XML-JATS por Redalyc

Infraestructura abierta no comercial propiedad de la academia

References

Alvarán López, S. Rueda Ramírez, S., Londoño Martínez, M. & Londoño Pérez, C. (2023). Resilience as a 

Protective Factor in the Suicidal Behavior of Colombian Schoolchildren Post-Pandemic. Psocial}, 

9(2),e-8.

Amaya, S., Abitbol, P., & Allais, L. (2023). Forgiveness and Memory: Opportunities for Reconciliation. An 

Introduction Revista De Estudios Sociales, 86, 3-12. https://doi.org/10.7440/res86.2023.01

Corporación Latinobarómetro (2023). Informe Latinobarómetro 2023: La recesión de la democracia en 

América Latina [Latinobarometro Report 2023: recession of democracy in Latin America]. Santiago de 

Chile: Corporación Latinobarómetro.

Hayden, F.G. (2011). Integrating the Social Structure of Accumulation and Social Accounting Matrix with 

the Social Fabric Matrix. The American Journal of Economics and Sociology, 70, 1208-1233.

Morales-Quintero, L.; Ruiz-Pérez, J.; Chan-Gamboa, E. & Vaca-Cortés, J. (2023). Citizenship culture and 

collective efficacy; psychometric properties and relationships with crime and demographic factors in 

Mexican university students. Psocial}, 9(2),e-6.

Reyes-Sosa, H., Molina-Coloma, V., Hernández-Bustos, M. & Anderson, M. (2023). Forgiveness, 

reconciliation, and justice from the perspective of family members of victims of violence in Mexico. 

Psocial}, 9(2),e-7.

Ruiz-Pérez, J.I., Baquero-Jiménez, K.A. & Camacho-Barón, E. (2021). Mediación policial: una aproximación 

desde las representaciones sociales en policías colombianos [Police mediation: an approach from social 

representations in Colombian pólice officers]. Revista Iberoamericana de Justicia Terapéutica, 3. IJ-

MDCCCLXXXII-568

Ruiz-Pérez, J., Vargas Espinosa, N., Obispo Salazar, K., Gómez Plata, M. Chamorro Molina, G. & Jiménez, R. 

(2023). Social representations of democracy in Colombia: a dimensional and territorial approach. Social 

representations of democracy in Colombia: a dimensional and territorial approach. Psocial}, 9(2),e-5.

Sampson, R.J. (2003). The Neighborhood Context of Well-Being. Perspectives in Biology and Medicine, 46, 

S53 - S64.

Serrano Ariza, M.I. (2017). Cultura ciudadana desde la transmisión : análisis del caso de Antanas Mockus en 

Bogotá [Citizenship culture from transmission: analysis of the case of Antanas Mockus in Bogotá]. 

Bogotá. Universidad Javeriana.

Walsh F. (2003). Family resilience: a framework for clinical practice. Family process, 42(1), 1–18. https://

doi.org/10.1111/j.1545-5300.2003.00001.x

https://doi.org/10.7440/res86.2023.01
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1545-5300.2003.00001.x


Disponible en:
https://www.redalyc.org/articulo.oa?id=672377231029

Cómo citar el artículo

Número completo

Más información del artículo

Página de la revista en redalyc.org

Sistema de Información Científica Redalyc
Red de revistas científicas de Acceso Abierto diamante
Infraestructura abierta no comercial propiedad de la 
academia

José Ignacio Ruiz-Pérez
Building social fabric in Latin America

PSOCIAL
vol. 9, núm. 2, 2023
Universidad de Buenos Aires , Argentina
hugosimkin@sociales.uba.ar

/ ISSN-E: 2422-619X

https://www.redalyc.org/articulo.oa?id=672377231029
https://www.redalyc.org/comocitar.oa?id=672377231029
https://www.redalyc.org/fasciculo.oa?id=6723&numero=77231
https://www.redalyc.org/articulo.oa?id=672377231029
https://www.redalyc.org/revista.oa?id=6723

